Global distance learning for Japanese generalists: The new era of learning
To the Editor Since ancient times, the significant role of university hospitals in the three pillars-clinical approach, education, and research-has remained the same. However, because of my experience as faculty staff in a university hospital, I feel that for many generalists who work at universities, the most unstable pillar of the three is "research." This has also been reported in previous studies. 1, 2 However, there are limited opportunities to avail research support and mentoring for generalists in Japan. 3 I believe that a generalist who gets to see the patient is likely to raise important clinical research questions. In that sense, I am convinced that global distance education is a new learning method through which practicing generalists in the community can keep themselves updated and learn suitable sophisticated skills.
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